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t is my pleasure, as president of your 
Board of Directors, to report to you on 
the progress and prospects for Akiba 
Schechter Jewish Day School. It has been 
a landmark year for the School in many 
ways, and I am honored to share some of 
the highlights with you.
 
Akiba’s rigorous academic preparation, its 

thoughtful approach to Judaic education, and 
leadership in experiential learning 
continue to produce remarkable graduates.  
Akiba students are prepared to meet the 
challenges of their next academic step, and 
to self-confidently contribute their unique 
talents and perspectives  as they engage with 
ever-widening communities.  Once again, this 
year’s graduating eighth graders have been 
accepted to their top choice high schools, and 
once again, Akiba students have scored several 
grade levels higher than the national mean on 
their standardized tests.  But these are just a 
rough measure; our students shine in so many 
other wonderful ways.  Inside, you will find just 
a small sampling of our students’ projects and 
accomplishments this year.
 
We now find ourselves with a student 
enrollment of 303, the largest enrollment in 
the 41-year history of Akiba-Schechter. We 
feel particularly blessed that this milestone has 

been achieved in spite of the stress that the 
economy has placed on families.  Your gener-
ous support, combined with prudent expense 
management, make it possible for us to meet 
financial need without diminishing our 
commitment to recruit and retain the best and 
brightest teachers.  While the potential for 
continued growth is great, your Board of Di-
rectors is committed to doing so in a thought-
ful and strategic manner.  To this end, we solic-
ited perspectives from parents and faculty, and 
have been working with consultants to help 
us anticipate and embrace the challenges of 
growth while maintaining the intimate, child-
focused culture that makes Akiba so special.
 
As my term of office winds down, I would like 
to extend my thanks to my fellow Directors, as 
well as our exceptional Faculty and Staff.  
I have been truly privileged to work with such 
a talented and committed team.  As our 
Executive Vice President, Sheila Auslander, 
steps into this role, I know that our vision is 
in very capable hands, and I look forward to 
continued successes on the horizon for Akiba.

 
Alexandra Lee Hobaugh 
President, Board of Directors

“At Akiba, I often reflect upon on how fortunate we are to have such superb teachers from 
such diverse backgrounds. They always give 100% of themselves. This year, we found 
ourselves at record levels of enrollment, and our staff worked tirelessly to fulfill the 
promise of reaching every student--despite the increased class size. I am so proud of and 
grateful to them.” -- Miriam Schiller, Principal

“I, too, am grateful to be a member of a team comprised of experts in their field. As I walk 
through the Preschool each day, I am humbled by what I see. Teachers who are actively 
engaged with children, supporting their play and having meaningful conversations.  
We have created an incredible community at Akiba.” -- Carla Goldberg, Preschool Director
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In Grades 1-8, ASJDS combines a rigorous 
general studies curriculum with a comprehensive 
Judaic studies program, imbued throughout 
with a strong commitment to the State of 
Israel.  Per its mission of reaching each 
individual child, ASJDS strives to adhere to 
three pedagogical methods: small class sizes, 
multi-age classrooms, and flexible-ability 
grouping. These techniques were adopted 
to overcome the challenges of a traditional 

curriculum--where children either succeed or 
fail--and allow to progress at their own pace 
with a continual sense of progress.  In-depth peer 
collaboration encourages mutual respect and 
cooperation, developing the skills for becoming 
responsible citizens in a democratic society. 
This type of environment also promotes self 
reliance and long-term success. We aim to 
teach students to become independent in their 
thoughts and their actions. 

ASJDS’s Preschool and Kindergarten is open 
to students of all religious backgrounds and 
provides a safe, stimulating, and nurturing 
environment. Through our award-winning 
play-based curriculum, students learn vital 

life skills: independence, empathy, and how to 
be part of a community. The Jewish holidays 
serve as the foundation for curriculum, but the 
precise direction of each unit emerges from the 
students themselves.
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OUR DAY SCHOOL

OUR MISSION

We seek to promote academic excellence and develop students with strong Jewish 

identities. By focusing on the  individual gifts and needs of each student, our teachers 

create a caring family of learners who are committed to responsible citizenship and the 

performance of mitzvot. 

OUR PRESCHOOL

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Akiba has outgrown its all-school musical! For the first time ever, we presented two stellar 
performances. Really Rosie featured grades 1-4 and The Wizard of Oz featured grades 5-8. 

Each year our Preschool teachers participate in the Chicago Metro AEYC Early Childhood 
Opening Minds Conference. This year, we were thrilled that two of our teachers were selected to 
present at the workshop: Mary Bradford and Brianna Weyers.

ASJDS held its inaugural History Fair.  Students selected topics of personal interest that related 
to Chicago and then developed original theses, which they proved before judges through exhibits, 
documentaries, websites, or papers. Several students advanced to the state level in Springfield.

ASJDS completed its second year in the YU School Partnership Benchmarking Project, which 
works with Jewish schools across the U.S. to maximize financial sustainability.

continued on page 7



DID YOU 
KNOW?

... Akiba launched a Parent 

Survey conducted by 

Measuring Success, a strategy 

consulting firm that works 

with Jewish day schools.  

Understanding how the school 

is delivering on its mission, 

and ways in which we can 

improve, is critical to our long 

term success and sustainability.  

87% of our families 

participated in the survey. 

In that same vein, the 

administration also launched a 

Faculty Survey in order to 

assess how we can further 

support our teachers. 

The results were processed 

together with the teachers and 

some changes in policy were 

implemented to address them. 

We look forward to working 

together to implement more 

changes next year.
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ASJDS partners with families to imbue children with Jewish values. Our Buddy System is a 

great example of this, pairing each 6th-8th grader with a 1st or 2nd grader for two years. 

Older students become teachers and learn empathy while becoming role models to our 

youngest students. This model has spurred other buddy projects between the 3rd/4th 

graders and the Kindergarten, as well as a mentor tefillah (prayer) program.

During the 2011-2012 school year, we were able to provide $521,623 in financial aid.

Salaries and benefits account for 70% of overall expenses.

Every year, the 8th graders spend 10 days in Israel culminating their ASJDS education.
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS continued

7th/8th graders took part in “Live From the Heart!” a satellite-fed viewing of open-heart 
bypass surgery at the Museum of Science and Industry. Students were able to ask questions of the 
surgeon and other medical personnel throughout the entire surgery. 

Carla Goldberg, Preschool Director, was selected to participate in a panel discussion on the Pre-
school admissions process with Bubbles Academy and the Neighborhood Parents Network. 

In conjunction with the Chinese New Year, the Afternoon Explorers studied the civilization of 
China. This included building a Great Wall and hosting a Chinese restaurant for visitors--including 
all the dishes they had made. 

Mrs. Rapp’s 1st/2nd grade classroom tackled archaeology, starting with science experiments on 
carbon dating, puzzle-making, and sharing each student’s family history through artifacts. The unit 
culminated in digging up “lost treasure” and hosting a class museum in which students were the 
curators and docents. The classroom was visited by the Boston-based Education Development 
Center, who filmed the students as they worked.

Ms. Schiller’s and Mr. Esse’s 5th grade American History class held a mock Constitutional 
Convention to learn about how the Constitution came into being.

Mrs. Gold’s 7th/8th grade Jewish Thought class looked at Jewish values through the lens 
of popular media. Each student chose a clip from TV, film, the news, books or pop songs and 
connected it to a Jewish value by tracing it to Jewish source. Students then performed their media 
presentations for the rest of the class.

November’s presidential election spurred many classroom units, including a school-wide election 
for a city in Israel. 7th/8th graders represented various cities, campaigned for their causes, and 
solicited votes. Each student in grades 1-8 voted, learning about democracy in the process.

In learning about the creation of the State of Israel, the Middle School simulated the Jewish 
refugees’ immigration to British-owned Palestine. Then, they reenacted the UN vote for the 
Partition Plan. Each student represented one country.  

ASJDS launched a tefillah (prayer) program wherein 7th/8th graders serve as mentors for 
3rd/4th graders. Every month, they work with their younger partners to explore concepts in the 
prayers through art, discussions, and activities.

ASJDS engaged consultant Ray Levi, PhD, to help us anticipate and embrace the challenges of 
growth while maintaining our intimate, child-focused culture.

Inspired by one child’s love for the Beatles, the Green Room embarked on a music unit that 
included building a “Yellow Submarine,” making instruments, and of course--singing and dancing.

A School Counselor was added to the ASJDS staff to provide academic counseling to students 
and to work with teachers. Next year, this position will be expanded.
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STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Chidon Hatanach (National Bible Contest): Dena Lebowitz (8), Shmuel Gutman (8), and 
Gabrielle Roitman (8) advanced to the national level in New York City.

 Scripps National Spelling Bee: Sarah Campbell (5) was the school champion and went on 
to place fourth in the city non-public school bee.

Chicago Metro History Fair: In 6th-8th grade, 12 students qualified to present their projects 
at the regional competition. Of those, five qualified for the state competition in Springfield:  
Gabrielle Roitman, Lilit Matar (6), Leah Finkielsztein (7), Zev Goldberg (7) and Shmuel 
Gutman.  Shmuel earned a blue ribbon for his paper on the Summerdale Scandal. 

Grades 1-8 Standardized Testing: Akiba-Schechter administers the TerraNova tests to students
each year. It is a norm-referenced, nationally standardized achievement test administered to 
students across the country, with norms to set the time of year in which the tests are taken (in 
this case, the .6 mark), which makes the appropriate grade equivalent the grade level plus .6. 
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Mazel tov to this year’s graduates: Eliana Dachman, Davida Gordon, Shmuel Gutman, Dena 
Lebowitz, Michael Julio Price, Gabrielle Roitman, Shimon Stein, Meira Superstein, Abi White, 
and Talia Yahav. They will be attending the following high schools: Ida Crown Jewish Academy, 
Fasman Yeshiva High School, Walter Payton College Preparatory High School, and Jones College 
Preparatory High School.

OUR GRADUATES



REVENUE
Tuition & Fees $2,560,493
Subsidies from JUF1 $133,113
Fundraising (Net) 
& Contributions2 $407,923
Other Non-Operating Income $4,349
Unrealized Gain on Interest 
Swap Agreement $18,752
Grants $232,578
Total Revenue $3,357,208

EXPENSES
Program (Instructional 
& Educational Activities) $1,778,820
Support (General & Administrative)3 $980,507
Building Occupancy Total Expenses $313,349

Increase in net assets $284,532

Net Assets, beginning of the year $3,259,280
Net Assets, end of year $3,543,812

1. Akiba receives a portion of its revenue from subsides provided by the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. The subsidies are 
        determined in advance of the school year and based on criteria established by the Federation. 
2. In Fiscal Year 2012, the School received contributions from numerous sources including the initial contributions towards replacement of our Preschool
         playground. This amount also includes event revenue and various donated services, specifically school bus transportation and legal counsel.
3. This figure includes an interest expense of $98,706. 
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DID YOU 
KNOW?
…that giving tzedakah is a 

critical part of what we teach 

every day at Akiba? This year, 

our Middle School started the 

first ever Chesed Club, which 

provides services, both small 

and large, to those in need. For 

example, the club led a small 

change drive to raise funds for 

Mazel Day School, a Brooklyn 

school hit badly by Hurricane 

Sandy. Students of all ages 

generously participated, 

raising over $500. They also 

hosted a school-wide book 

drive for underprivileged 

children. Our Preschoolers are 

no strangers to service, either. 

The Afternoon Explorers, who 

have been studying cultures 

around the world all year, 

hosted a boutique to raise 

funds to send to children in 

need. It is our hope that our 

students will integrate these 

important values into their 

everyday lives even after they 

leave Akiba. 
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STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS
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Geographic Outreach: Our 303
students represent 213 families, 
which reside all throughout the 
Chicago area, representing 3 
Chicago suburbs and 21 zip codes. 

Enrollment by Grade
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Student Count: Due to higher 
enrollment in key classes, our 

population is skewed younger. 
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FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS

Preschool Playground, “Mike’s Place” – Thanks to the generosity of our community, we were 
able to build a brand new playground and create a maintenance fund to ensure its sustainability for 
many years to come. This outdoor classroom features equipment that fosters gross motor skills, as 
well as student exploration, engagement, and experimentation of the world around them. 

The Coleman Family Playground underwent slight renovation, including installation of Astroturf 
on all dirt surfaces and replacement of one play structure.  This will ensure safety and sustainability. 

Our building has also undergone several improvements, including: improved outdoor lighting, 
security enhancements, installation of window shades on the day school second floor, installation of 
cabinets in the preschool, and fresh paint in the preschool classrooms and hallway.



5235 S. Cornell Avenue  |  Chicago, IL 60615
P 773 493 8880  |  F 773 493 9377
www.akibaschechter.org

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, read our blog. or 
watch us on YouTube.

We are successful due to the 
support of our strong community, 
including each individual, 
family and organization that has 
made an investment in our school. 
Thank you for contributing your 
time, dollars, and expertise to 
support our mission.

inspire.
challenge.
nurture.


